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WUNDOWIE IRON FESTIVAL 

Statement 

HON DARREN WEST (Agricultural — Parliamentary Secretary) [5.37 pm]: I also will be brief. This 
Saturday, 20 October, the Wundowie Iron Festival is to be held up in Wundowie, which, for metropolitan members 
is only about half an hour’s drive from Midland. Travel up Great Eastern Highway just past El Caballo Blanco, 
turn left and come and see the Wundowie Iron Festival. The annual festival has been running for more than 10 years 
and showcases Wundowie’s history as an iron-producing town. It is a very significant history. The festival is 
a celebration of the local community and history of the town and the iron ore industry in Western Australia. The 
event will feature art competitions, an “iron beast” competition, various displays and stalls selling local produce 
and wares. The “iron beast” is an individual or team effort to build a device, predominantly from iron and steel, 
propelled by the down force of a 20-kilogram weight. A prize is awarded for the longest distance travelled in 
30 seconds. 

The state government decided to construct an iron processing plant at Wundowie in 1943. The site was chosen 
because of the local occurrence of commercial quantities of limonitic ore, the heavily timbered, but low-quality 
forest in the area and the close proximity to the goldfields water supply line and the east–west railway line. 
However, the limonite ore was not satisfactory for processing and a high-grade hematite ore was imported from 
Koolyanobbing in the Yilgarn. The original plant consisted of a sawmill, a charcoal manufacturing facility, a blast 
furnace to smelt the iron ore; and a refinery to recover by-products from charcoal manufacture. Plans to develop 
the town of Wundowie followed the decision to build the foundry lots surveyed at Wundowie in 1946 and the town 
was gazetted in 1947. 

The ironworks commenced production in 1948, and the railway station was opened in 1949. The production of 
high-grade pig iron grew rapidly, and, in the 1950s, Wundowie supplied Australian needs, and also exported the 
ore, which was valued because of its quality. The plant could not meet the demand and was expanded in 1955 by 
the addition of a second blast furnace and associated support facilities. The plant employed over 400 people, and 
the population of the town grew to over 1 100 during this peak period. However, financial losses led the 
government of the day to make a number of attempts to sell the industry to private enterprise. 

In 1974, the plant was sold to Agnew Clough Limited and subsequently upgraded. It was forced to close the 
distillation refinery, and government controls for forest conservation later led to the closure of the sawmill. By 
1980, Agnew Clough had built a vanadium pentoxide plant, producing a readily marketed product. However, an 
overseas price dip, together with major production problems, led to the closure of the plant in 1982. By 1982, all 
that remained of the Wundowie operation was the foundry plant. The foundry was purchased by the Clough group 
in 1990 and was upgraded to operate as Wundowie Foundry Pty Ltd. In 2006, Bradken purchased the Wundowie 
foundry from Mr Bill Pearce and Mr Richard Reid for $8 million. 

Today, the Wundowie foundry produces a range of iron and steel castings for use in the mining industry in 
Australia and overseas. Wundowie is considered the birthplace of the Western Australian iron ore industry and 
was the first Western Australian site to begin producing iron ore products. Today’s iron ore industry is the biggest 
industry in Western Australia, providing employment for thousands of families and billions of dollars in royalties. 
The Western Australian iron ore industry is an 826-million tonne a year industry, with $61.7 billion in value in 
2017–18. In that year, the iron ore industry employed over 53 500 individuals and paid $4.5 billion in royalties to 
the state. 

I would encourage all members to come to Wundowie to see its fascinating history and where Western Australia’s 
iron ore industry was born and is flourishing today. It is a great little festival. The community of Wundowie does 
a great job. I encourage all members to come to the festival and visit the Labor stand should they desire to do so, 
because we will be out there in force supporting the Wundowie community. 
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